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Overview of 
methods

35 in-depth interviews 2013-2014
Ongoing community visits, forums and information sharing



• Influence: genuine ability to influence policy and decision-making

• Inclusion: representative, inclusive and encourage equal opportunity to 

participate

• Deliberation: open discussion, access to information and movement towards 

consensus

(Dibley et al., 2019: 28; Hartz-Karp, 2004)

Deliberative democracy 

– partnering with the public in decision-making



Please remove – ‘which supports mental health and 
highlight community group instead

Please remove – ‘supports wellbeing’
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Multiple exposures 
associated with increased 
mental health risks
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Research conducted by Dr Kate Brady et al, University of Melbourne for Bushfire 
Recovery Victoria and Emergency Management Victoria, funded by BNHCRC -
https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-8194 AC

https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-8194


A Janus-faced resource: 
social capital and 
resilience trade-offs 

Aldrich DP, Page-Tan C, Fraser T. 2018 
In: Trump BD, Florin M-V, Linkov I, editors. IRGC resource guide on resilience (vol 2): 
Domains of resilience for complex interconnected systems. Lausanne, CH: EPFL 
International Risk Governance Center



Aboriginal experiences 
of bushfires and 
recovery

Williamson B, Markham F, Weir JK. Aboriginal Peoples and the Response to 
the 2019-2020 Bushfires. Canberra: Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy 
Research,  Australian National University; 2020
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Life satisfaction

Research conducted by Dr Colin Gallagher et al, University of Melbourne for Bushfire Recovery Victoria and 
Emergency Management Victoria, funded by BNHCRC - https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-
8194

Most people rated 
their own 
satisfaction as 
higher than their  
community

Community leaders 
tended to rate 
community 
satisfaction lower 
than others

The most accurate 
ratings were from 
those who reported-

“I think I agree with 
most people in my 
community about 
what is important 
in life.”

https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-8194


www.recoverycapitals.org.auwww.beyondbushfires.org.au

http://www.recoverycapitals.org.au/


What do we do with the research findings?
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Recovery Capitals 
(ReCap)
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Adapted from Community Capitals Framework, Emery M, Fey S, Flora C. (2006)

Recovery

Capitals

Political

Built

Social

Cultural

Human

Natural

Financial



www.recoverycapitals.org.auwww.beyondbushfires.org.au

http://www.recoverycapitals.org.au/
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